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ITBS Commonly Asked Questions:

1. What achievement test does Saint Mary Magdalen School use?
2. Why does SMMS use these particular tests?
3. How do the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills differ from the End of Grade Tests or STAR tests used by the California Public Schools?
4. Why are the Iowa Tests of Basic skills given in the fall at SMMS?
5. How do I interpret ITBS scores?
6. How do the faculty and staff diagnose the ITBS scores?
7. ITBS Results: 2007 Grade Equivalent Perspective
What achievement tests does Saint Mary Magdalen School use?
SMMS uses the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills.  These achievement tests, for grades two through eight, are designed to measure how well a student has learned the basic knowledge and skills that are taught in elementary and middle schools. 

Why does SMMS use these particular tests?
The ITBS are used annually to test millions of students in both public and private schools. Schools across the nation have used The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) successfully since 1935. The Mental Measurements Yearbook, the authoritative reference book on testing, describes the ITBS as “the oldest and best in the business.”  Additional quotes follow: 

· The overwhelming evidence is positive, that is, the ITBS scores provide valid measures of basic academic skills... 

· It is a set of standardized tests of basic skills that is supported by 
· exemplary research and documentation. 

How do the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills differ from the STAR Tests used by California’s Public Schools?
The STAR tests used in California only allow the state to compare students in California with each other.  These tests do not allow any national comparability.  The ITBS allows SMMS to compare its students to students across the nation in terms of academic achievement. The ITBS provides testing in reading, math, science, social studies, as well as other subject areas.

Finally, California STAR tests are designed and developed by California educators.  The ITBS are research-proven, independent tests developed by national experts.

Why are the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills given in the fall at SMMS?
These tests are administered primarily for the purpose of supporting instruction.  Information derived from test results can be used by SMMS teachers to help them make instructional decisions. Test results can be used to check year-to-year progress in various subject areas and to determine areas of strengths and weaknesses.  SMMS teachers receive their scores in the fall enabling them to incorporate their evaluation into important decisions they make regarding class and individual student instruction.
How do I interpret my child’s individual ITBS scores?
ITBS scores are reported using National Percentile Rankings (NPR) and Grade Equivalent (GE) codes.  These are the most important and useful scores on the ITBS profile sheet you will receive. Your child’s profile will be available during your parent teacher conference in the first trimester of each year. A parent’s guide to understanding your child’s scores and these codes has been developed and is available by clicking on this link: SMMS an ITBS parent tutorial.
How can I better understand how SMMS faculty and administration use the school wide results they receive?                                                                                                 The faculty and administration begins their analysis by diagnosing the (GE) Grade Equivalent and (NPR) National Percentile rank to understanding overall school achievement. This provides a snap shot of year over year growth by subject and grade. Our goal is to see at least 12 months growth from year to year in both of these areas. The diagnostic evaluation continues by indentifying the skill and content deficits of each individual and within each grade level. The teachers can immediately make curriculum decisions to impact and strengthen these deficit areas early in the year.  
	ITBS Results:  2009 SMMS School Wide Grade Equivalent Data
Listed below are the overall GE (grade equivalent) results for Saint Mary Magdalen School for 2009.  As you can see the students and school overall have demonstrated a high degree of achievement across all grade levels.  These results reflect the strength and effectiveness of the instructional program. Our goal is to continue to post gains that mirror and improve on these results by maximizing our students’ potential in each subject area.  High scores that build throughout junior high represent the benefit of students attending SMMS through 8th grade. 
Saint Mary Magdalen School

ITBS Grade Equivalent (GE) scores from Fall 2009 testing
Tests taken October, 2009
Grade

Reading Total

Language Total

Math Total

Core Total

Science Total

Social Studies Total

Composite

2

2.7
2.7
2.2
2.5
2.5
2.7
2.6
3

4.6
4.9
4.1
4.6

4.7
4.5
4.6

4

4.8

5.2
4.5

4.7
5.3

5.1
4.9
5

6.4
7.2
5.7
6.4
6.3
6.3
6.5
6

7.6
9.6
7.9
8.2
7.4
7.5
7.9
7

8.8
10.3
9.2
9.4
9.2
8.9
9.3
8

11.4
11.6
10.8

11.7
12.5
12.4
12.1
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